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History of The Grand Cal Task Force

by Lee Botts

The firse mapoc alfiort to clean up e pol
litson o the seen was @ Calumet Fn-
luroeinen Cosference, mandmed by the
Federal Water Pollition Control Act of
1964 The law called for endorcement
conferences for major wwser bodies %0
help achivwe cleun waber stundards. tn
adddion 1o & Ladke Michsgan Enforcemens:
Conference, a special Calumet confer-
ence was created because most of the
lake's pollution cyme from the concen-
tracon of industry st its soulhers bp.

In 1972, the Envionmentsd Comminee
of Stestworkeras Local 1010, which rep-
resemied workers wt Inland Steol, con-
tacted Lee Bosts, exosutive direstor of the
Lake Michigan Federation (LMF), s en-
vaonmentsd grosp The steelworken
winbed help in ol g wp the pallitea
wn the Geand Calumet River and Indiana
Harboe Ship Canal. Local 1010 joined
LM, and over the next fow years the safl
wirked with Local members and Calu-
ot e resichenrts oo polluton lssues

In 1981 LMF hered Dvvd Fogarmy 10 o
gmine locel residenta, who foemed the
Grand Cal Tesk Foroe, Amoog the
founders were Avow Andersun, Howard
Anderson, John Beckman and Nascy
Kelly LMF also oltarsed findag to work
with river coetmunty residents 1o develop
a msater plan for restonsg $e Grand Cal,
which drew the support of the U S EJA

The master plon and the community o
waising expenience that gave birsh 1o the
Task Force gave the Imersptiomal Joent
Commission (11C) dhe sdea of mking for
Remodal Acticn P'lans (RAPS) for ploses
where the objectives of the Grest Lakes
Weter Quality Agreement between the
U.S. and Caneds wore not heing
aclueved. First called “problem arass,™
they came to be called Areas of Comoem
(AOC) The commissicants knew that
gleaning these e would requice the in-
volyement of local people sl local gov
emments. When they heasd uboul what
wens hiegpening in the Cahanet regron ond
saw the master plan, they thought the
same kind of thing ought %o tappen m all
B ather Arges of Conoern In 1987 the

ment was sended to call for RAPS

Agres .
m il 41 AOCs m tho Great Lakes boon

Lee Bovts presents Dv: Mark Reshobin with Mve Gresd Cald Tesk Foree Enviavemensal
Edwecaarr v @ B groe % ) Anwversary davwet! Disner

Origirn hoars members Howard Anderson, Sohn Neokmar, Nuacy Kelly amd
Arve Amderson reminiece abow Tk Force bogrowingy. Jacguelme Moy
(backgroswd) dinner comeinton chale. envedd the evem.

I 1954, the Grand Cal Task Forze be surrcending area Today, the Grand Cal
cume 0 independent, 501(0)1) mot-fioe River is still mot chear, bue it is mach im-
profin orgamization. It and the people of proved. Thousands of ares residents we
Northwest Indissa have been workang now aware of e river's probicrs wnd
eves soe 1o clean up the river amd the e comimittod W realonay it

[n 1973, the Environmental Commuttee
of Steelworkers Local 1010, which rep-
resented workers at Inland Steel, con-
tacted Lee Botts, executive director of the
Lake Michigan Federation (LMF), an en-
vironmental group. The steelworkers
wanted help in cleaning up the pollution
in the Grand Calumet River and Indiana
Harbor Ship Canal. Local 1010 joined
LMEF, and over the next few years the staff
worked with Local members and Calu-
met area residents on pollution 1ssues.




From the very beginning, the Grand Cal Task Force was
organized as a diverse community-based organization with
Board and member representation from organizations and

residents of the communities through which the Grand
Calumet Riverflowed.

[n 1981 LMF hired David Fogartyfo or
oanize local residents, who formed the
Grand Cal Task Force. Among the
founders were Anne Anderson, Howard

Anderson, John Beckman and Nancy
Kely LM alsoobtaned funding o work
wihver communtyresidents o develop
amaster plan for restoring the Grand Ca,

which drewthe support of the U.S, EPA



What Is The Grand Cal Task Force?

The organization bringing you this
newsletter is a group of Northwest
Indiana residents who think that the
Grand Calumet River has been
neglected and dumped upon for too
long. We believe thatthe Grand Cal
and its wetlands are a valuable
resource to the Region.

Our group was organized by the
Lake Michigan Federation in
October of 1981. It began with an
all-day workshop to acquaint
Northwest Indiana citizens with the
history, sociology, and contamina-
tion of the river. At the end of that
session, many of us lingered to

discuss the question: “Now what do
we DO about this?" and the Grand
Cal Task Force was formed.

The Task Force has worked for
the last three years to create public
awareness of the Grand Cal’s
problems and potential. We have
held river festivals, presented slide
shows, constructed a traveling
display, taken canoe tours, and
testified at hearings. In November of
1983, Task Force members
addressed the International Joint
Commission on the Great Lakes.
We asked for and received U.S./
Canadian attention and commitment
to the Grand Calumet River.




ABOVE: Ia fromt of n pile of bumi tires, Lorraine
ek, President of the Grand Cal Task Force and Fau
Thicago resident, stands with her community 1o
‘emand removal of the tons of bumt tire shreds remain
g after the 1994 fire.
WLOW: residents out againat the J-Pit and
lﬂm?&uunl during the 1995 Toxic Tour

"\ THE GRAND CALUMET
i TASKFORCE

2400 New York Ave., Suite 30

Whiting, Indiana 46394
219-473-4246

Mission Statement

The Grand Calumert Task Force is @ grass roots
arganization dedicated to working cooperarively
to improve the water quality and ecosystems of
the Grand Cabwmet River and ity surrosoding arvas
Our goals are:

L To promote reclamation of the Grand Calumet River
basin. including the adiacent wetlands and near shore

Lake Michigan, 10 support clean-water uses
2. To educate the community abowt the problems and
potential of the Grand Calumet River/Lake Michigan

3. To promote and effect citizen involvement in all as-
pects of reclamation

4. To promote environmentally-sound jobs and diverse
economic development which successfully integrates
the Calumet Region's goals for a strong economy and
a cleun and healthy environment

5. To act as a catalyst fior concerned citizens. organi-
zations businesses and governments 1o come together
in dislogue and cooperative efforts 10 schieve our corm-
mon goals regarding uses of the Grand Calumet River
Lake Michigan




A key event for the Task Force was the biennial meeting of the
International Joint Commission for the Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement in November of 1983 in Indianapolis.

Task Force members attended the meeting and advocated for river
clean-up and protection of: community: health.

Action Plans for the designated Area
Concern that included the requirement
for citizen involvement.

The master plan and the community or-
ganizing experience that gave birth to the
Task Force gave the International Joint
Commission (1JC) the idea of asking for
Remedial Action Plans (RAPs) for places

where the objectives of the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement between the
U.S. and Canada were not being
achieved. First called “problem areas,”
they came to be called Areas of Concern
(AOC). The commissioners knew that
cleaning these areas would requirethe in-
volvement of local people and local gov-
ernments. When they heard about what
was happening in the Calumet region and
saw the master plan, they thought the
same kind of thing ought to happen n all

the other Areas of Concern. In 1987 the
Agreement was amended to call for RAPs
in all 43 AOCs in the Great Lakes basin.



The Task Force Board of Directors and members began
organizing community meetings to talk about the pollution
problems of the river and the impact en Lake Michigan
water quality and the healthrand viability of the river
communities.

Py N 'Oﬁo .wh‘ '::‘__'_‘, , ) ' )
/3‘ ;5T r]var festivals at local parks.

of anlzed to call attention to
local environmental
concerns.



Lois Gibbs Speaks at Task Force Annual Meeting

IS NORTHWEST INDIANA ANOTHER LOVE CANAL?

‘most deadly chemi-

the people at love
be seen or smelled
ible, saud Lois Mane
Alrport on May 28
eople in the Niagara
jon never even knew
0, she warned. even
Indiana doesn’t nec-
s where oily black
pbbling up out of the
cessarily mean that
ptentially face many
onmental problems

sls Gibbs, evecutive director ol the Citizens Clearinghouse for Hazard: Waste
ove Canal b ous Wastes and 2 loader of the

fight at Lowve Canal, addresses the Grand Cal Task Force's annual membenhip meeting at the (
Airport in Gary on May 28, 1587 ary

BUSLOAD FROM N.W. INDIANA MAKES VIEWS KNOWN

The Grand Cal Task Force crganized a bus foad of N.W. Indiana residents to travel to Indianapalis
1. Our purpose
an of the new proposed Water Qualir chool students

. envicommental activists, and retired refine




The Task Force and the Lake Michigan Federation organized
opportunities for community. engagement and comment on the initial
EPA and IDEM plans to address the multi-media pollution problems of
the Grand Calumet River and adjacent land uses. The Lake Michigan
Federation and the Grand Cal Task Force developed a community
based plan of action for clean-uprandiuture tuses ofithe river.

CLEANING UP LAKE MICHIGAN

the Grand Calumet:

EXPLORING THE RIVER'S POTENTIAL

A CITIZENS' AGENDA FOR ACTTON

a report by the
Lake Michigan Federation

INDIANA
ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTION PLAN \

NORTHWEST ‘

The Task Force began
FEDERATION | working with other Great
Lakes organizations such
as Great Lakes United.

(
==Id LAKE s teltbe o



The Task Force incorporated as an independent 501- c - 3
organization in 1984 and began applying for and
receiving grant funding for operations and projects.

‘Force hired its first staff
persen and embarked on a grant
junded Rivenwatch project to train
o) *gll rgg]dan-‘r to conduct water

GRAND CAL | w f}v‘«? CURRENTS

NEWSLETTER OF THE GHAND CIAl UM[’T RIVER TASK FORCE

GRAND CAL TASK FORCE RIVERWATCH

CHtizenn” River-osonitoring Projoct Yields Proswang Results

Stalirfand boeard members began
publishing a regular newsletter
andirecruiting new members to
oIn the Task Force as volunteers
ARG and supporters.

Join the

Goraned Cal Task Force?




When the IDEM was created in 1986 and took on the responsibility
of developing the Remedial Action Plan for the Grand Calumet

River/Indiana Ship Canal, the Grand Cal Task Force was appointed
a member of the first Citizen's /Advisory Committee, which was later
restructured as the CARE Committee..

e While continuing work to involve
REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN jEcallerganizations and residents
i AR e e Remedial Action Plan
THE RAPIPIECESS and other regional
e f::,l::: - b SnvireRmental Issues, the Task
RRAIOE LAES R i greereimead with NW: Indiana
fJ!‘JI'JI'f'Jsjf]f? groups , such as
nes, to successfully
_Jj_)gﬂ for the establishment of
NW:Indiana Regional IDEM
office in Gary and for the first
RAP Coordinator to be stationed

In that office

STAGE ONE-
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The Task Force worked closely with ether NW Indiana environmental ,
natural resource, and fishing and hunting advocacy groups such as
the Save the Dunes, the lzaak Walten League, and the Lake Co. Fish
and Game Protective Association to defeat a Corps of Engineers
proposal to site a CDEF in/Lake Michigan te dispese of the
contaminated sediments fromithelndiana Harbor Ship Canal.

TOXIC ISLAND DEFEATED
Corps Withdraws Proposal for CDF In Lake Michigan

ds of signatures
ered in a door to
paign to stop the
and”. This widely
d effort brought
al attention to the
s of the Grand
Wi e et River and Ship

a e tm"r:d(mr\’l”t 'YN = lED'!w and iy 1

foding the G -

e e S e ~anal and involved many
(EN] was made, 1DEM DQM’

ma m - - -
P e more individuals and groups

again, options for testment af e DEM this Gll. This task force would
spods as m.almvm[uv- nclude epmsettatives from the com- . .
: s e 14 the public outcry to clean
Al government,

Prereleiebdid  Up the waterways.

n.um ndwmmdmdyhl.mmhm of, but It dowsa't mean we can oow nest
of buth communiey and environmental on our lureds. Cantinued vigllance will
u,u.p, also expressed apongy e be necessary (0 see St any project which

ssity of havnit the State as a co Is Bnally approved Is in the best interests
mlumdﬁ"l‘dndww of thase whio will be most atfecied by it
ject. Responding 0 these concoms, « the people of Noethwest Indians.
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. ——— SATURDAY, OCT. 27, 1950
GRAND CAL &
GARY YOUTH CLEAN UP GRAND CAL RIVERBANK RIVER NEICHBORHOOD
CLEAN - UP - GARY, IN.
2nd. POLK - 2nd. GRANT
(EAST AND WEST OF BUCHANAN
OFF TOLLROAD EXIT)
8 AM.-12 NOON
COME HELP CLEAN ALONG
2nd. AVE. - PLANT SHRUBS AND
FLOWERS, BRING SHOVEL, RAKE
AND WEAR GLOVES. GARY
GENERAL SERVICES WILL BE THERE
TO ASSIST. (REFRESMENTS AT
NOON - CANCEL IF RAIN)
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The public questions Du Pont at the March 28 meeting,

Problem solving at the Jobs/Environment Workshop at OCAW 7-1 in Whiting, 1994
) X
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SPRING 1990

DU PONT CHEMICAL DUMPS UNCOVERED BY TASK FORCE

I 1 Late February of 1990 the Crend
Cabarmer Task Porsr made publi
the extatence ul previomly srrpoao
chemuecal duseg samey om the property of
E L Dy Poet &= Nemoun Co. ot Ken
sedy Ave. tm East Chicage, In. Fy Du
Poert's adnusson (i thear “Essestive
Sommary” of a dowmled sudy by
CHOM HILL, “The lydrograligy of the
plans me is sery wlav 5
disposal The sine i Sxrectly wnds
by highly permeably muverisl
sapsde char sonststute & o
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Plug the Poison
Pipeline! <

Heo me Fow ol HAMMOND

Tour the Toxic “Sites" ol
'. gary, Easl Chicago and 4
) 4 Hammond
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Rally June 5th \.
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NEWSLETTES OF THE GHAND CALUMET TASK FO
BPRING 1994

Public Needs To Be Heard On Ship Canal Cleanup
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NEWSLETTER OF THE GRAND CALUMET TASK FORCE
WNTER e

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

WAANINGS POSTED
ON GRAND CALUMET

Spring 1056

Refinery Communities Form National Network
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NEWBLETTER OF THE URAND CALUMET TASK FOMLE

Public Demands More Information and Input on
Grand Calumet River Dredging Proposal

B mal
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NERSLETTIER OF THE GRAND CALUMET TASK PORCE
Fak 1993

Northwest Indiana Celebrates Environmental Victory

As East Chicago Incinerator Closes Dec. 31, 1993
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Communiiy Pollution Prevention

Grand Cal Publishes Manual
for Local Action
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GRAND CAL FUTURE VISION

o ondet 10 coondimate actiyities along e Crand Calumet
l ver and Indiana Harbor Ship Canal swech m the Ambri g
Moaes Park in Clary hy mmonsd River Teml, S Grand

ties of East Cliicags
stare and federsi agrn
it v ocatey Yo inutiate @ River Copd-
gor Vision Pro
We will aah crtireen, buminess, pruperty owners. and all
evested purtses to join together 1o create o futsee vision for
he Cienmul Cadumet River and lodtsans Hasbor Ship Canal

Thés visbon miight mclude greenways, parks, bike sod walk-
wng trasls, environmental. istorical. and sl edocation,
natursl resource prosection sed preservation, s well s rec-
onumendatyma for riverfront lam] managemess prachices and
gundeimen for farure hussness aml commencial devefopment
Many comservation sad restorition projects on the Crand
Calamet are already enderway aml in the plannisy stages
W will all benefit from crestive thinking. coonfisution, and
shared mformation

Gend Catwet Mover Corralir of Amfeidge Maw Pt »w Loy

What IS our
vision for the

commur
teday?

and Cal Task Force

o

May 2000

CORRIDOR __ &/ e >
VISION ¥ PLAN




Any planning effort that has a community Impact needs
community input. A strong, iInfermed, engaged community Is
the foundation of successiul planning and iImplementation.

The Grand Cal Task Fercewasia sireng community advocate
for the clean-up and resteration et s Grand Calumet River
and surrounding commumiESINVREIREN It WJ» protesting or
promoting, the Grand CalNaskaEereerand its members and
supporters kept the GrandiCalimeERRIVEriSsues before the
public and in the newsywerenniermedandinvolved, and as a
result, in many cases; PEHEREECISIGNSAVErE made for the

protection of community Realtiiaditiie envirenment.

The shippimz channel has not been dredged since 1972 and 2
aw Y plume of comtumimatod sediments (rom the harbor reaches five
..... meibes out snte Lake Mickigan,




The Grand Cal Task Force was a unigue local grassroots
environmental organization that was truly representative in its board,
staff and membership of the urban communities of the Calumet
Region. It was the peoples' voice andierganization and as a result of
their energy and commitment theircencerns were heard and acted on
locally, state and natienwide:

Funding, training, patiershiPSVEINREETSHand staff support were also
a big help!

YOUR GRAND CAL
TASK FORCE
STAFF

Left to Right
Seatod

Helen Cusic, Program Assistant
Nancy Kelly. Community Organizer
Standing

Lupe Carrizales, Clencal

Bowden Quinn, Pollution Prevention
Coordinator

Dorreen Carey, Executive Direclor






